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From the Secretary 

To the Ambassadors of the Troop Co ntr ibuting Countries 

Om the whole, 70 a sad the go r em meet s to which 70 a are accredited 

A • 

* 

have handled the Information we have passed to them with discretion, 
hi all cases, we know that whatever leaks may have occurred arose 
from perfectly and decent Intentions. 

Ton should also know, how e v e r, that these leaks have generated 
almost unbearable confusion and pressure in the United States and may. 
Indeed, have endangered the possibility of oar moving through a critical 
phase in the negotiations successfully. 

We understand well that the interests of many are involved in our 

decision shout bombing North Vietnam. On the other h a nd , it is a 

* 

dedaioa which bears primarily om the application of U. S* air power: 
our plana a mad oar pilot** 11 may bo, therefore, that ahould the 
negotiation again more to a critical phase, wo will not be able to give 
a* much notice and aa detailed notice aa we have in the past few day*. 
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